
Trace the Footsteps of the Black Loyalists in Birchtown, Nova Scotia
The Black Loyalist Heritage Centre 
is one of Canada’s best-kept secrets, 
but it’s hardly hidden away. On 
the western shores of Shelburne 
Harbour, Nova Scotia, in the 
picturesque Birchtown Bay—the 
third largest natural harbour in the 
world—this historical treasure is 
filled with stories about the coura-
geous Black Loyalists who sought 
freedom and a new beginning in 
the late 18th century.

In the 1780s, thousands of 
Black Loyalists—formerly en-
slaved individuals who sided with 
the British during the American 
Revolution—made the bold de-
cision to leave the United States 
in pursuit of freedom. Many set-
tled in Birchtown, making it the 
largest free Black settlement of its 
time. Today, visitors can retrace 
their steps at the Black Loyalist 
Heritage Centre.

WHAT TO EXPECT 
DURING YOUR VISIT
Whether you're an avid historian, 
a genealogist searching for your 
roots, or simply someone who 
enjoys immersive storytelling, 
the centre offers plenty of engag-
ing activities:

•	 Guided Tours – Gain insight 
into the lives and struggles of 
the Black Loyalists through 
expert-led tours.

•	 Ancestral Research – Explore 
historical records to uncover 
personal connections to the Black 
Loyalist legacy.

•	 Outdoor Exploration – 
Walk through the two-acre 
property featuring heritage 
buildings, trails, and a National 
Monument.

•	 Picnic with a View – Bring a 
packed lunch and relax at one 
of the picnic benches while 
soaking in the scenic beauty of 
Birchtown Bay.

MUST-SEE ATTRACTIONS
LINDSAY GALLERY
The multi-media Lindsay 
Exhibition Gallery brings the 
Black Loyalist journey to life. See 
the names of over 3,000 Black 
Loyalists recorded in the Book 
of Negroes, and peer through the 
glass floor into an archaeological 
pit displaying artifacts from 
Birchtown’s early days.

OLD SCHOOL HOUSE
Dating back to the 1830s, this 
historic schoolhouse preserves 
the legacy of education within 
the Birchtown community. Orig-
inally a functioning school until 

1960, it became the first Black 
Loyalist Heritage Museum, hous-
ing original school records and 
community artifacts.

AMINATA’S WALK
Named after the protagonist of 
The Book of Negroes by Lawrence 
Hill, this heritage trail offers a 
moving experience. A highlight 
is the Pit House Replica, which 
gives visitors a glimpse into the 
temporary shelters that Black 
Loyalists lived in upon arriving 
in Nova Scotia in 1783. These pit 
houses were built with fire pits 
dug in the centre of the dwelling 
and a roof fashioned with logs and 
moss. One of the centre’s biggest 
attractions, the Pit House is cur-
rently undergoing renovations in 
preparation for summer visitors.

ST. PAUL’S ANGLICAN CHURCH
Built between 1888 and 1905, 
St. Paul’s Anglican Church 
is a spiritual and historical 
landmark. Located on the site 
of the original meeting house 
of the first-generation Black 
Loyalists, the church features 
stunning wooden architecture 
and stained-glass windows.

BLACK BURIAL GROUND & 
NATIONAL MONUMENT
Though no official records confirm 
burials, local folklore designates 
this area as a Black Loyalist 
burial site. In 1996, a National 
Monument was erected here 
to honour the Black Loyalists 
who settled in Canada after the 
American Revolution. The site 
also offers breathtaking views of 
Birchtown Bay.

SHAW COMMUNITY COMPASS
Just outside the heritage centre, 
follow the Shaw Community 
Compass spiral steps to a rooftop 
view overlooking Birchtown. 
Here, you’ll find the names of 
communities settled by Black 
Loyalists across Nova Scotia and 
New Brunswick since 1783, along 
with a map marking their locations.

Whether you come for the 
guided tours, the interactive ex-
hibits, or the beautiful landscape 
of Nova Scotia, you’ll leave with 
a deeper appreciation for the his-
tory and the stories within one of 
Canada’s best-kept secrets.

For more details on planning 
your visit, blackloyalist.com
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Book a Tour at BlackLoyalist.com

Find your ancestral roots

Step into the untamed beau-
ty of the North at the Yukon 
Wildlife Preserve—where 
adventure, discovery, and 
conservation come together in 
an unforgettable experience. 
Spanning over 700 acres of 
stunning northern landscape, 
the Preserve is home to some of 
Canada’s most iconic wildlife, 
including iconic moose, ancient 
muskoxen, and majestic lynx. It 
is more than just a place. It’s a 
purpose that cultivates recip-
rocal, respectful relationships 
between people and the natural 
world. And it’s a refuge where 
nature offers solace. 

DISCOVER, LEARN,  
AND CONNECT 
The Yukon is a land of extremes, 
where endless summer days 
contrast with long winter nights. 
These dramatic conditions have 
shaped the wildlife in fascinating 
ways, from the thick, insulating 
fur of the caribou to the incred-
ible migratory journeys of birds 
and mammals alike. 

The Preserve invites you to 
deepen your understanding 
of these adaptations and your 

connections to the natural 
world through guided tours 
and immersive educational 
programs. Our knowledgeable 
staff shares fascinating stories 
about the survival strategies of 
northern wildlife and the crit-
ical roles these animals play in 
maintaining ecological balance. 
This is a unique opportunity 
to deepen your understanding 
of this fragile world and gain 
insights into how we can better 
protect it.

YOUR VISIT SUPPORTS 
CONSERVATION 
The Yukon Wildlife Preserve isn’t 
just about seeing wildlife—it’s 
about deepening our connections 
and being intentional in how 
we live alongside wildlife. Our 
wildlife rehabilitation program 
provides a second chance to in-
jured, sick, and orphaned animals, 
helping them heal and return to 
the wild whenever possible. When 
you visit, you’re not just experi-
encing nature—you’re choosing to 

honour the gifts that the natural 
world provides us and recognizing 
our responsibility to its protection 
for future generations. 

TAKE ACTION 
FOR THE WILD
As climate change and human 
encroachment continue to 
reshape our planet, the urgency 
for purposeful stewardship of our 
home has never been more urgent. 
The Yukon Wildlife Preserve is 
committed to nurturing a deep 

connection between people and 
the natural world, inspiring visitors 
to take action in their own lives. 

Recognizing the unique chal-
lenges northern wildlife face, we 
can all play a role in protecting 
these species and their habi-
tats. Whether it’s reducing our 
footprint, championing conserva-
tion efforts, or simply spreading 
stories and awareness, every small 
step counts. 

BE A PART OF 
SOMETHING BIGGER 
Plan your visit to the remote 
northwestern corner of Canada 
and the Yukon Wildlife Preserve 
to experience the breathtaking 
beauty of the North up close. 
Witness the power and grace of 
wildlife in their natural habitats 
and walk away with a renewed 
sense of wonder and responsibility 
for the world we share. 

Can’t visit in person? You can 
still make a difference. Donating 
to the Preserve directly supports 
wildlife rehabilitation and conser-
vation efforts, ensuring that future 
generations can continue to expe-
rience the magic of the North. 

Visit yukonwildlife.ca today!

Experience the Wild Heart of the Yukon at the Wildlife Preserve!
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Nenaawateg: Bridging Cultures and Reconciliation  
in Renfrew County

For generations, Indigenous com-
munities have gathered in cir-
cles—spaces of learning, healing, 
and connection. In the unceded 
territory of Renfrew County, a new 
circle has formed. Nenaawateg, 
meaning “a hub” or “the centre 
of a network” in Algonquin, is an 
Indigenous-led initiative dedicated 
to providing a safe and welcom-
ing space for Indigenous people 
to gather, reclaim their cultural 
heritage, and educate the broader 
community about Indigenous tra-
ditions and contemporary issues.

THE ORIGINS OF 
NENAAWATEG
Nenaawateg was created by The 
Circle of Turtle Lodge, a solely 
Indigenous organization with 
charitable status that has been 
providing connection and com-
munity for Indigenous commu-
nities since 1999. Recognizing 
the need for a community-based 
initiative to bring together  
Indigenous people and allies, the 
Lodge founded Nenaawateg as a 
not-for-profit organization.

Between Summer 2022 and 
Fall 2023, Nenaawateg – The 
Indigenous Hub operated in 
Pembroke, delivering cultural 
programming to 473 participants. 
Now, the organization is based in 
Renfrew’s Indigenous Cultural 
Centre at the myFM Centre 
Recreation Complex, continuing 
its mission to foster a sense of 
belonging, hope, and purpose 
among Indigenous youth and the 
broader Indigenous community.

A SAFE SPACE FOR 
CULTURAL RECLAMATION
The 2021 census reported that over 
8,400 self-declared Indigenous 
individuals reside in Renfrew 
County. However, due to Indian 
Act restrictions, many cannot access 
cultural or wellness services through 
the Algonquins of Pikwakanagan 
First Nation. There are no Native 
Friendship Centres in the county, 
leaving a significant gap in culturally 
appropriate services.

Nenaawateg seeks to fill this 
void by providing Indigenous 
individuals—whether Status, 

Non-Status, Inuit, or Métis—with 
a racially safe space to reconnect 
with their heritage. The organiza-
tion offers culturally appropriate, 
holistic programs that empower 
people to lead more balanced and 
fulfilling lives.

CULTURAL 
PROGRAMMING 
AND COMMUNITY 
ENGAGEMENT
Through its range of initiatives, 
Nenaawateg brings Indigenous 
knowledge and traditions 
to the forefront, benefiting 
both Indigenous and non- 
Indigenous participants. 

Offerings include:
•	 Cultural education services, such 

as seminars, workshops, and an 
annual cultural conference

•	 Traditional ceremonies, includ-
ing rites of passage, seasonal 
feasts, Sharing Circles, and 
Sweat Lodge Ceremonies

•	 Reconciliation education, 
fostering understanding among 
settlers, educators, church 
groups, and the general public

Nenaawateg has already 
established partnerships with 
key organizations, including 
Bonnechere Provincial Park, 
Algonquin College, Family & 
Children Services of Renfrew 
County, Pembroke Township, 
Petawawa Council, and the 
Garrison Petawawa Military 
Museum. These collaborations 
have allowed for the delivery of 
cultural teachings and public 
events that strengthen the bridge 
between Indigenous and non-
Indigenous communities.

Looking ahead, Nenaawateg en-
visions the creation of a dedicated 
Healing Centre, built on land gen-
erously donated through a Land 
Back initiative. This future space 

will serve as a sanctuary for cultural 
resurgence, spiritual growth, and 
community healing. 

But despite its successes, 
Nenaawateg faces ongoing 
challenges in securing ongoing 
operational funds that would al-
low them to fully staff the office 
and provide more robust cultur-
al programming. By supporting 
this initiative, individuals and 
organizations can contribute to 
the ongoing work of reconcil-
iation and the revitalization of 
Indigenous traditions.

Building cultural pride. Healing 
through unity. Building community.

Learn more and contribute at 
nenaawateg.ca
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Nenaawateg - 
The Indigenous Hub
Advancing Reconciliation in Renfrew County

Learn more at nenaawateg.ca
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