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Sacred Fire Productions is 
an 11-year-old not-for-profit 
Indigenous arts organization and 
a registered charity.   

The mission of Sacred Fire 
Productions is to build bridges 
between Indigenous artists and 
audiences of all ages and back-
grounds, including urban areas 
so that these artists can assert 
themselves, develop, and live 
better from their art. 

As a First Nations person 
and Co-Chair of Sacred Fire  
Productions, I want to acknowl-
edge the vital role of Indigenous 
artists in honouring our stories 
and building legacies for genera-
tions to come.

When we talk about resil-
ience, tenacity, and the im-
portance of staying connected 
to culture, language is critical. 
There are bits of wisdom that 
are contained within my lan-
guage. For example, we call 

ourselves “Onkwehon:we.” The 
first part of the word “Onkwe” 
means person, and the second 
part, “hon:we,” comes from the 
root word “tsi nen:we,” which 
means “forever.” It literally 
means, “I am a person that has a 
spiritual essence that is forever,” 
or we can also say a spiritual be-
ing having a human experience. 

When you understand this, it is 
very empowering. 

In these precarious times that 
we are living in, it is foretold with-
in Indigenous prophecies that we 
will witness turbulent times. If we 
look at some of the recent events, 
the initial 215 children whose spir-
its have resurrected from the dead, 
followed by the pandemic, the ice 

caps melting, and the forest fires 
raging, we will see that the natural 
world and Mother Earth are giving 
us signs. 

Human beings, for the most 
part, need to shift their perspec-
tives and see through a different 
lens, hear a different song, and 
speak a different language and 
together work equally to bring 
about the change that is neces-
sary as we need a new paradigm. 
These three attributes are part of 
the Longhouse grief ceremony that 
helps to restore the mind, deal with 
pain, loss, and allow us to move 
forward to begin seriously to work 
together as one for this generation 
and those yet to come. 

Art is sacred: it is the em-
bodiment of stories, political 
struggles, hope, and resilience. 
Art is a universal language that 
brings people of all nations and 
territories together to listen to 
the amplified voices through the 
process of creation. 

We are one family nourishing 
ourselves from the bosom of Moth-
er Earth, who gives us all uncondi-
tional love in the form of land, air, 
water, fish, plants, animals, birds, 

and trees. Indigenous wisdom, 
knowledge, and understanding 
are essential to reconciliation, first 
and foremost within, with one an-
other, with the Earth, and with the 
ancestral realm.

It is the core belief of Sacred 
Fire Productions that art will bring 
us together and help transform 
the world through awareness 
and activating voices. Within the 
epitome of all human beings burns 
a sacred fire, our life force. It is the 
power to create, heal, nourish from 
within, and bring change.

Learn more about  
Sacred Fire Productions and 
the importance of making 
Indigenous voices heard at 
sacredfireproductions.ca
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ART IS SACRED
Sacred Fire Productions is where stories come alive

sacredfireproductions.ca
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The Circle of Turtle Lodge: Reviving Indigenous Culture and 
Promoting Healing in Renfrew County

In the heart of unceded Traditional 
Algonquin Territory, nestled within 
Renfrew County, Ontario, a 
remarkable organization is dedicated 
to reviving, promoting, and 
restoring the Traditional Culture 
and Teachings of the Indigenous 
People of the Ottawa Valley. The 
Circle of Turtle Lodge is a vibrant 
community of individuals from 
diverse Indigenous backgrounds, 
bound together by their shared 
ancestry and commitment to 
preserving their rich heritage. 
With an unwavering focus on 
providing access to Ceremony and 
Teachings from Traditional Elders 
and Spiritual Leaders, this fully 
Indigenous-owned organization 
has been making a profound impact 
since its inception in 1999.

Membership in the Circle of 
Turtle Lodge is open to anyone of 
Indigenous Ancestry, removing the 
confines of 'Indian Status.' While 
the Algonquins of Pikwakanagan 
First Nation form an integral 
part of the community, the 
organization extends its reach far 
beyond, encompassing individuals 

from various First Nations across 
Canada, as well as the Métis and 
Inuit communities. The diverse 
backgrounds of its members enrich 
the tapestry of Indigenous culture 
within Renfrew County, fostering a 
sense of unity and shared purpose.

PRESERVING  
CULTURAL HERITAGE
At its core, the Circle of Turtle 
Lodge aims to breathe life into 
the traditions and teachings of the 
Indigenous People of the Ottawa 
Valley. Since its inception, the orga-
nization and registered charity has 
undertaken numerous projects and 
initiatives that serve this purpose. 

ANISHNABE 101
A widely acclaimed primer on  
Indigenous Culture, Anishnabe 101 
has undergone multiple printings 
since its publication in 2000. It acts 
as a comprehensive guide for any-
one seeking to learn about the rich 
Indigenous heritage of the region.

CULTURAL RETREATS 
The organization has organized 

transformative retreats focused 
on immersing participants in 
Indigenous ceremonies, teachings, 
and circles. The "Getting the 
Basics" retreat in 2003, held on 
the picturesque Golden Lake, 
offered a profound experience 
for attendees.

EMPOWERING  
INDIGENOUS WOMEN
The Anishinabikwe Rising pro-
grams, a series of travelling work-
shops, introduced Indigenous 
women to Talking Circles, Moon 
Ceremonies, and Traditional Arts 
& Crafts, fostering empowerment, 
healing, and cultural revitalization.

REVIVING THE CLAN SYSTEM
The Circle of Turtle Lodge took 
their travelling Talking Circles 
to the next level, reintroducing 
the Clan System of Traditional 
Anishinabe Governance and facil-
itating discussions on its relevance 
in contemporary society.

LANGUAGE PRESERVATION
The organization has undertaken 
the mission of offering Algonquin 
language classes both in person 
and online, fostering linguistic 
revitalization within the commu-
nity. This included an Algonquin 
Language Mentorship project for 
the local Language Teacher. 

MUSIC FOR HEALING
The Circle of Turtle Lodge worked 
to release a collection of “Songs for 
Ceremony” for members that in-
cluded sheet music, Algonquin lyr-
ics, and a description of the meaning 
behind each song and its origins.

PARTNERSHIPS AND 
COLLABORATIONS
Collaborations with Algonquin 
College in the Valley have led to 
the Indigenization of the campus, 
fostering a greater understanding 
and appreciation of Indigenous 
culture among students and faculty.

Despite their transformative 
work, The Circle of Turtle Lodge 
faces challenges in securing ongoing 
operational funds and providing liv-
ing wages for their dedicated staff. 
Donations to the Circle of Turtle 
make it possible for their programs 
to continue to promote healing 
within Indigenous communities. 

We see our cup as half-full, 
but you can make it overflow! 

Learn more and donate at 
thecircleofturtlelodge.ca/donate
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Helping Indigenous People 
Restore Traditional Culture Since 1999

Donate at thecircleofturtlelodge.ca
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